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Teacher Della Martin climbed the old ladders to the steeple
of First Baptist Church of Blue Hill, 53 Pleasant St., 
(the vantage point of the top photograph) with a deacon,
even though Martin is afraid of heights, to capture a photo
to go with the class’s Then and Now photo presentation.
Seventh-grade student Patrick Gray and his father, 
Jeff Gray, also made the climb. Patrick Gray actually 
took the photo for Martin.

W
hen teaching kids
about the history of
their community, it
is important to pro-
vide them with as

much authenticity as possible. The
eighth-grade students at Blue Hill
Consolidated School who have been
involved with the Maine Memory
Network’s Community Heritage
Project have found such authentici-
ty right at their back door.

The students decided to study
the shipbuilding and seafaring his-
tory of their town, which has
exposed them to the knowledge and
expertise of folks in the communi-
ty who are involved with various
historical groups. Adult experts
have contributed a great deal of
time to these young people, and
bonds have been made, and a
“spark” of interest has been lit that
will, no doubt, continue through
their lives. They will be true contrib-
utors to the preservation of the his-
tory in Blue Hill.

The town is rich with authentic
artifacts and photographs. The Holt
House and the Blue Hill Historical
Society have opened their doors (and
vault) to share with the kids their
many artifacts. Now the kids know
that Blue Hill was a serious ship-
building community and that there

are exciting tales of adventurous
people from our past. They have
taken away from this project several
important things including that
adults actually enjoy their company
and want to work with them.

John Roberts, whom the kids now
consider to be our resident expert on
Blue Hill’s shipbuilding and seafaring
days, was one of their favorite men-
tors. His preparation for the students
and his ability to reach them at their
level stimulated them to dig deeper
into the study. How often do kids get

to be the very first to read unopened
letters newly acquired by the histori-
cal society before anyone else?

His stories and slides provided
them with the seeds for their final
exhibit on the Maine Memory Net-
work and for their lively and
humorous puppet show of Capt.
Melatiah Chase that will be per-
formed at 6 p.m. Wednesday, May 26,
at Blue Hill Consolidated School as
the final community event.

During art class, a local puppeteer
and storyteller, Joel McGraw, enter-
tained and inspired the students, giv-
ing them ideas for their own puppet
creations and performance.

From Blue Hill Public Library,
Brook Minner provided them with
many exciting old documents to
peruse with their archive examina-

tion gloves, including such items as
student logs from the earliest days of
Blue Hill Academy (later George
Stevens Academy) and the records of
shares and cargo from some of the
mighty ships.

The list goes on and on of those
who have helped these kids make an
enduring understanding of this part
of Blue Hill’s history. We owe many
thanks.
Compiled by Della Martin, eighth-grade
teacher, and Penny Ricker, art teacher,
at Blue Hill Consolidated School.

The Maine Community Heritage Project is a partnership of the Maine Historical Society and Maine State Library that mobilized 

Maine communities around the exploration, gathering and sharing of their local histories. Teams from Bangor, Biddeford, Blue Hill,

Cumberland-North Yarmouth, Guilford, Hallowell, Lincoln and Scarborough are participating in a yearlong research process that will lead

to the creation of websites about the histories of their communities on Maine Memory Network at www.mainememory.net/mchp, the

Maine Historical Society’s statewide digital museum. Their websites will be launched in June. This project is supported by a National

Leadership Grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services.
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Blue Hill

“I really enjoyed taking the
pictures for the website. The
picture of the Ocean Ranger

was really amazing! I learned
a lot about the history of my

town that I didn’t know
before. It’s fun to walk through
town and say, ‘Oh, there used

to be a shipyard right 
about here.’”

– Bennie Johnson

“I enjoyed getting to see the
actual letters related to 

shipbuilders and seafarers
from old Blue Hill because it
gave me a feel for how they

wrote and how their jobs were
completed, and things were

done. They usually had 
amazing handwriting that 

I was very impressed [with].”
– Alicia Allen

“My favorite thing that we
did, or learned, was looking at
the old documents, and taking
pictures of old things. I really
did like the hands-on stuff.

I also liked when we went to
the Blue Hill Public Library

and saw the old books,
paintings, and all of that 

really cool stuff.
It was just really fun.”

– Caroline Yates

“Well, I thought that the best
part of the study of Blue Hill’s 
shipbuilding, was probably the

part where we got to use the
rubber gloves to check for cool
stuff on the very old papers.”

– Michael Nevells

“Photographing the objects
was interesting and I learned a

little about the background.”
– Ezra Woodye

“Studying shipbuilding was a great opportunity to learn about

my town’s history. The people who have taken their time to talk

to us and help us learn about shipbuilding were so helpful with

our research. Brook Minner, who works at Blue Hill Public

Library, took us to the lower level of the library to find informa-

tion and brought more to school for us to examine. They were

very old documents that had never been read by historians

before we read them. It was such a cool experience putting on

gloves and being investigators of history. I had a great time and

learned things about my town that even people who have lived

here for years haven’t known. I love being able to tell the story of

Melatiah Chase, the shipwrecked captain who was thought lost

at sea, and his surprising return to Blue Hill. I had a fun time.”

– Brooklin Eaton

“Studying the history of Blue
Hill was fun. It was great to

learn what happened and how
it was settled. I liked going to
all the museums and hearing

firsthand stories about 
what people did.”

– Gregg Lynde

“Going to the [Penobscot
Marine] Museum in Searsport
was fun and exciting. I learned

a lot, from how it felt when
there was a storm on the boat,

to the sailors and what 
they did on the boat.”

– Lauren Doolittle

“It was fun learning about the 
history in Blue Hill.”

– Brian
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with the students at 
Blue Hill Consolidated School 

Blue Hill: Then and now

Shipbuilding and seafaring 
in Blue Hill, 1762-1891

Schooner at the 
town wharf

Blue Hill sea Capt.
Daniel Clough's sea box,
Blue Hill, circa 1820

The Ocean Ranger, 
built 1854

Capt. Melatiah Chase

Capt. Melatiah Chase, who had been

presumed lost at sea, walked into his

own funeral on April 15, 1847,

at the Blue Hill Congregational

Church on Main Street.

- Blue Hill Consolidated School 

1762   John Roundy and Joseph Wood settle Blue Hill.
1765   First sawmill constructed. Lumbering and shipbuilding activity begins.
1792 First sailing vessels built in Blue Hill.
1846 The bark Sarah E. Snow built.
1847  Shipwreck of the Sarah E. Snow off Ireland, all crew perish except the 

first mate, Melatiah K. Chase, who is presumed dead for months.
1848 The brig Bride built.
1849 Melatiah Chase marries Eliza Ann Dodge.
1850 The brig Eliza Ann built.
1854  Ship Ocean Ranger built, one of the largest vessels built in Blue Hill, 

485 tons.
1860 Civil War begins. The peak years of Blue Hill’s shipbuilding begin to 

come to an end.
1891 Last vessel built, the schooner Hazel Dell. 

View of Pleasant Street and Blue Hill Bay, circa 1850. 
At left is a schoolhouse with children standing in front
and out on the street,


