
Page C8 1st edition Cyan  Magenta  Yellow  Black

C8 Tuesday, May 11, 2010, Bangor Daily News

BY REILLY STRUCK

S
o far this year I have learned that Main Street
used to have many more telephone poles than
it does now. Lincoln’s Main Street had tele-
phone poles all along the sidewalks. During

Christmastime, townspeople would string Christmas
lights on the poles and wires. They took the lights down
after destruction of the poles. They had too many, so
there wasn’t enough parking space for vehicles and
horses and buggies. I think this is very interesting to
know because I now understand the difference between
Main Street years ago and how it looks now. Lincoln’s
Main Street looks more empty today. There were build-
ings all up and down Main Street and even elm trees.
There were many more businesses than there are now.
Now there are parking lots and new buildings, but 
nothing like year’s ago.

Reilly Struck is an eighth-grade student 
at Mattanawcook Junior High School.

BY GARRETT NEAL

M
y ancestor Alvin Lombard was
born in 1856 and died in 1937. He
is most famous for inventing a
vehicle that changed the logging

business, the Lombard steam log hauler. He
developed this idea while working as a
blacksmith in Waterville.

When he was little, Alvin used to make
little inventions for fun. He made a wood

splitter powered by a water wheel, and he
cut cucumber slices with it. When he was
older, he and his brother, Samuel, worked
together to build things. Alvin designed
the patents and his brother built the
inventions.

The log hauler’s patent was designed in
1901. Only 83 log haulers were made, and
the idea later was used to design tanks for
the military. One weakness of the log
hauler was that it had no brakes. Even so, it

was better than working your horses to pull
out the logs, because the horses would 
wear out fast.

I am proud that I am related to Alvin
Lombard, and I would love to have met him
if I could. Most of my family has worked in
the woods just like Alvin, and I am amazed
that he is six generations back in my family.

Garrett Neal is a seventh-grade student 
at Mattanawcook Junior High School. 

The Maine Community Heritage Project is a partnership of the Maine Historical Society and Maine State Library that mobilized Maine communities
around the exploration, gathering and sharing of their local histories. Teams from Bangor, Biddeford, Blue Hill, Cumberland-North Yarmouth, Guilford,
Hallowell, Lincoln and Scarborough are participating in a yearlong research process that will lead to the creation of websites about the histories of their
communities on Maine Memory Network at www.mainememory.net/mchp, the Maine Historical Society’s statewide digital museum. Their websites will
be launched in June. This project is supported by a National Leadership Grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services.
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“Dewey” engine in front of pulp mill,
circa 1910 
This engine, named “Dewey,” hauled logs,
wood chips and pulp from the Penobscot
River to the pulp mill in Lincoln. The rail is
called a narrow gauge because it is about 
2 feet narrower than a standard-gauge 
4-foot-8.5-inch rail. The men in the photo
could not be identified. There was one other
engine besides “Dewey” that also hauled to
the mill, but the nickname could not be
found during research.
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Aug. 11, 1882 Lincoln Pulp & Paper
Co. is organized. Construction is
finished and a crude paper
machine is installed.
1888 Operations were halted for
five years because of the distance
of the timber from market. The mill
could not compete with the grow-
ing number of mills in the state.
1893 New owners N.M. Jones and
James B. Mullen expand the mill
and operations to include sulfite
pulp. The name is changed to

Katahdin Pulp & Paper Co., which
thrives for 20 years.
October 1914 Eastern Manufactur-
ing Co. of Brewer purchases the
mill and changes its name to
Katahdin Division of Eastern Manu-
facturing Co. The mill employs 250
people at this time. More expan-
sion and improvements continue
over the next 50 years.
1958 Eastern Manufacturing
merges with Standard Packaging
Corp., becoming Eastern Fine

Paper & Pulp Division, Standard
Packaging Corp.
1964 Tissue production is intro-
duced at the mill as a lucrative new
product.
March 8, 1968 Eastern Fine’s Lin-
coln and Brewer mills close unex-
pectedly when the costs of running
the mill outweigh the benefits for
the Standard Packaging Corp.,
leaving more than 1,150 people out
of work.

June 24, 1968 Lincoln residents
raised $350,000 to secure financ-
ing to reopen the mill.
August 1968 Standard Packaging
transfers ownership to the Pre-
moid Corp. (now Preco), which
renames the mill Lincoln Pulp &
Paper. It began to specialize in
deep-dyed tissue, a specialty in the
tissue market.
January 2004 
Lincoln Pulp and
Paper and Eastern

Fine Paper in Brewer shut down
because of financial troubles of the
parent company, Eastern Pulp &
Paper Corp.
May 28, 2004 The mill is pur-
chased by a small group of busi-
nessmen for $23.7 million, who
change the name to Lincoln Paper
& Tissue LLC.

Aug. 28, 2006 A new 21st
century tissue machine is

installed, a huge invest-
ment for the mill.

April 8, 2010 According to LP&T’s
website, “Lincoln Paper and Tissue,
LLC, is the USA’s leading producer
of specialty and deep dyed tissue
products and high bulk printing
papers. The Company operates a
fully integrated pulp and paper
facility with three tissue machines
and two paper machines in Lincoln,
Maine.”

I
n the fall of 1825, the Wendell brothers from
Portsmouth, N.H., sent Ira Fish and 17 other men north
to build dams for sawmills on Mattanawcook Stream.
That winter, the men cut 5 million board feet of lumber

from the land where Mattanawcook Lake eventually would
be, enough to run the three saws in the two sawmills for five
years. Some of the first lumber was used in Lincoln for
homes, barns, businesses and other buildings. In later years,
after all the timber around the lake was cut, the lumbermen
began cutting around Folsom and Upper ponds, sending the
wood down the streams for transport to the sawmill.

The first thing to be built was a flume to send lumber

along to the Penobscot River to market. In order to take
lumber from both mills down the river, they had to be
assembled into rafts. Ten rafts were hooked together with
one man on each end to control them. Sometimes, shin-
gles and short lumber were put on top of the rafts. Even
today, 185 years later, the first dam bed logs can be spotted
when the water is low and the sun overhead, looking
down into the river from the bridge on West Broadway.

Written by George King, Lincoln Historical Society, edited
and revised by Heidi Harris, Mattanawcook Junior High
School teacher.
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2. Main Street, Lincoln, circa 1890
Horse and buggy complete with rider
shaded by an umbrella are seen in 1890
on Main Street, Lincoln, before paved
roads; utility poles are present, however.
The Civil War monument and First 
United Methodist Church are visible in
the background, as this view of Main
Street looks north. The Lincoln Clothing
Co. was a department store, visible as
the first full building on the left.
3. Main Street, Lincoln, circa 1920
This view of Main Street in Lincoln
looking south shows some of the state-
ly old buildings that once adorned the
street. Note the majestic elm trees
that lined the street, shading the hous-
es. On the left, the first building is the
Lincoln House gas station on the cor-
ner lot of Main and Burton streets;
next is the Masonic Hall where the
town offices are today. The beautiful
building on the right was the Litton
House. The next building is Gateway
Motors, which is now Cole Whitney. The
next is the home of a dentist, Dr.
Charles Fuller. This house was occupied
by an African-American troop detach-
ment sent to guard the railroad bridges
in Lincoln, Mattawamkeag and Passad-
umkeag during World War II. 

4. Katahdin Division of Eastern 
Manufacturing Co. mill, Lincoln, 1957
The recovery boiler and pulp room
were under construction on Nov. 25,
1957, at the Katahdin Division of East-
ern Manufacturing Co. mill in Lincoln.
Each of the three silos to the left can
hold up to 200 cords of wood chips.

5. Paper winder, Lincoln, 
circa 1950
Louis Gerry (left) and Peppy Millet
(right) take a fresh roll of paper off the
Cameron Co. winder in the 1950s at the 
Katahdin Division of Eastern Manufac-
turing Co. mill. The roll is made up of
nine or more layers ready to be shipped. 

1. Post office, Lincoln, built in 1856
The Lincoln post office was in the Plumly Building, a three-story structure built
in 1856 on the corner lot of lower Main Street. David S. Plumly had it built after
a fire that destroyed his store in the same location in 1842. He ran a general
store during his lifetime and passed it down to his son Charles F. Plumly. The
other part of the building was occupied by Harrison Piper, who operated a 
jewelry store there for 30 years. Plumly was interested in lumbering and owned
the mills at Cold Stream known as Hubbard’s Mills. He was a justice of the
peace, a selectman, the deputy sheriff in 1852 and assistant assessor of 
internal revenue during the Civil War.
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