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A
re you interested in
creating a map of
your community
that shows features

from historic maps? The fea-
tures could be the footprint of
a fire, a group of historic
buildings or the path of an old
trolley line. You can do this
with paper maps or with
Geographic Information

Systems software. GIS allows
you to lock a unique location
from your historic map to a
location on a current map.

If you choose to map historic
features with paper; copy the
historic and current maps to
overhead transparencies. The
old and new maps can be at
different scales. Using the
overhead projector and a large
piece of paper taped to the
wall, project the modern map
transparency to the paper,

tracing the roads. Next, proj-
ect the historic transparency
on top of the traced roads,
zoom the projector in and out
to match the scale, and trace
the historic features in a dif-
ferent color.

You may want to try GIS to
create a historic map. If you
have access to MyWorldGIS
software try this: Download a
modern roads layer from the
Maine Office of GIS
(http://megis.maine.gov/cata-

log) and import this layer to
MyWorldGIS. Locate a historic
paper map of the features you
want to map. In Edit Mode,
digitize the features using the
roads layer as a guide. If you
have access to ESRI’s ArcGIS,
you can lock the historic map
to a modern roads layer; this
is known as georeferencing.
Detailed instructions are 
provided at 
http://edcommunity.esri.com/
arclessons/lesson.cfm?id=257

T
he William S. Cohen School
has been pleased to take
part in the grant-funded
Maine Community 
Heritage Project along 

with the other participating Bangor
schools and historical organizations.

At the Cohen school, the project 
has been implemented in Ron 
Bilancia’s Friday afternoon seventh-
grade social studies classes. Students
have been assigned to small groups,
which have rotated through the 
various components of this project
for the purpose of creating a website
exhibit on an important topic in 
Bangor’s history.

After surveying the students, the
topic of the 1937 Brady Gang incident
highlighting the life and role of
Bangor resident Everett S. “Shep”
Hurd was chosen. Mr. Hurd was the
owner of Dakin’s Sporting Goods
where the notorious Brady Gang
criminals, declared “Public Enemies
No. 1” and wanted for homicide and
robbery, tried to purchase a machine
gun. It was in front of the store on
Central Street where on Oct. 12, 1937,
the Brady Gang walked into a trap set
by FBI agents who were alerted after
Mr. Hurd reported their presence to
local and state police. Gang leader Al
Brady and his associate Clarence
Schaffer met their demise at the
hands of the FBI G-men. The third
gang member, James Dalhover, was
arrested and returned to Indiana
where he was prosecuted successfully.

With help from Librarian Priscilla
Soucie, local history professionals
Dana Lippitt and Bill Cook, and Mr.
Bilancia, the student groups have
analyzed and identified primary-
source photographs, digitized and
cataloged primary-source photo-

graphs and documents, written cap-
tions for Web page exhibit photos,
researched and written a narrative
on the Brady Gang incident and the
life and times of Shep Hurd,
researched key information
on the 1930s era and used
the information to create
electronic slide shows on
the period, and used the
Exhibit Builder program to
create the Web page. In
addition, the students have
enjoyed special guest pre-
sentations by such local his-
tory enthusiasts as Richard
Shaw, Dan West, Charlie
Colburn and Carolyn Ziffer.
Shep Hurd’s granddaugh-
ters Sally McFawn and
Martha Beiser also have 
visited the students to 
provide a great deal of information
on the life and times of Mr. Hurd.

According to Mr. Bilancia, “This
has been a great experience for the

kids. It’s as authentic as it gets. They
are doing real historical work to 
create a real resource that will help
preserve our local history and make
it available to the entire world.”

According to Librarian Priscilla
Soucie, “The research component has
fit very well into our information 
literacy curriculum. They have used
both print and online information
sources in their research and have
had to properly cite their sources to
give due credit.”

According to seventh-grader 
Charlotte Zelz, “Looking at primary
sources has made this event that 
happened in the 1930s seem more real.”

According to seventh-grader
Cameron Wiggins, “I am quite sur-
prised by how old the primary
sources we have used are and how
they have survived for so long. It 
is neat to learn to use different 
technologies to preserve the 
historic items.”

T
he Bangor Historical Soci-
ety had many interesting
artifacts of the 1940s,
including some that were

too large to be scanned. Photogra-
phy was the answer, so Dani Fazio
from the Maine Historical Society
was called in to give an hour-long
presentation and work session with
Mrs. Karen Novak’s grade eight
social studies class. The goal: how
best to photograph three-dimen-
sional artifacts. Helpful tips for
taking pictures of artifacts:
ä A white backdrop is needed for
extensions below your shot. A
white sheet or tablecloth will work.
ä Use a digital camera. Easy to
handle and cropping is simple.
ä Use a tripod. You can adjust it for
height and it will be steadier than
your hands, so you can take a
good picture.

ä Darken the room. You’ll want to
have very little daylight. Your
objects will look better.
ä Use two clamp-on lights with
high-wattage bulbs. Drape rayon
filters over the light source to soft-
en the light. Direct the light evenly
from both sides of the object.
Reposition and rearrange the
lights to enhance the photograph.
ä Frame the item in your viewfind-
er on center, making sure there is
white space to help with cropping.
ä Edit the photos in a photo editing
software such as Adobe Photoshop.
We photographed these Bangor
items from the 1940s:
ä Nurse’s uniform
ä Child’s snowsuit
ä Red velvet evening gown
ä A woman’s hat 
ä White evening gown
ä Buttons from a suit jacket
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Bangor

The research component has fit very

well into our information literacy 

curriculum. They have used both print

and online information sources in their

research and have had to properly cite

their sources to give due credit.”

– Priscilla Soucie, libarian

Bangor
Exploring Historic

with the students at 
the William S. Cohen School 

Mapping the Bangor fire of 1911 using GIS technology
courtesy Joey Klam, Bangor High School senior

Bangor teachers and schools participating in The Maine Community Heritage Project are
Ron Bilancia and students from the Cohen School, Lori Patterson and students from the
Doughty School and Deborah Averill, Joe Pelletier and students from Bangor High School.

Dani Fazio (left) of the Maine Historical Society and Dana Lippitt,
curator of the Bangor Museum and Center for History, prepare to
photograph a period dress.

Digital photography plays a 
key role in presenting artifacts

Retracing footprints: 
Blending past and present with old and new maps

Gangster Al Brady (foreground)
and Clarence Lee Shaffer Jr. 
were killed by government agents
on Central Street in Bangor on
Oct. 12, 1937. 

Students review copies of the Bangor
Daily News from 1937 as part of their
research. 

Everett S. “Shep” Hurd 


